Could proximal white subungual onychomycosis be a complication of systemic spread? The lessons to be learned from Maladie Dermatophytique and other deep infections.
There are several published cases where dermatophyte infections have spread systemically, resulting in widespread internal dissemination as well as spread to local lymphatics and lymph nodes. The best example is provided by the condition known as Maladie Dermatophytique. In this commentary the arguments are discussed for a potential role of lymphatic dissemination in the development of proximal white subungual onychomycosis, where invasion of the nail plate by fungi proceeds from the proximal nail fold.